emerging forms of togetherness

photographs and text by Celina Baulcomb
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Presentation Notes
Hi My name is Celina Baulcomb and this is my Photo Series, emerging forms of togetherness for Intro to Digital Photography FIN 247


My photographic series following the theme of Forms of Togetherness began with pulling inspiration from my surroundings within
nature. My original idea was to reflect spring changes happening in the environments where | take my dog Lenny, on her daily
walks. My strategy was to keep my list of shots list vague, and | wanted to allow the changes in nature to inspire me and form this
series. The changes in nature was my inspiration because | felt it reflected what was happening within myself. The chill of winter
and slowness of the beginning of the year was melting off and a natural buzz was starting to kick in.

My process for the series was to bring my camera with me for all dog walks and tried to make it a habit to assure I had enough
content for the series. At first, | was excited by close details within nature that | found, like a blooming flower or a droplet of water
sitting on a leaf. But felt after receiving needed feedback, that there was an element missing and it led me to start capturing more
images of my furry companion and explore this hidden aspect. During my editing process, | was focused on highlighting the natural
colours and enhanced the various hues within the image in photoshop. | increased the details and textures of many of the images to
enhance the natural beauty. | used a layering mask to create consistency and highlight a mood within the series as well. | also
looked to the clone stamp tool to hide certain detail; mostly just distracting branches to create a cleaner image. | kept the editing
very natural and bright looking .

After receiving feedback from my peers, | felt that | had more of a direction to go in and it helped me to define the theme. The series
ended up being up much more about togetherness than was | initially had planned. The whole series highlights the time spent with
myself and my dog and our places we visit often. | learned that these walks with my dog have turned into something more special
than | realized and | am happy to have pictures to capture the memory. | hope you enjoy the series.
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First Sign of Spring

The first blooms of spring have started to emerge as the cold winter chill subsides, to allow the consecutive seasons to run their course. The birds are singing their tunes, as the foliage begins to transform while the sun shines down on the earth floor. All beings can feel the effects of the new warmth and there’s an energy; a buzz; a hum; and a purr if you listen close enough.

I bring my furry companion with me and we play in nature. Our favorite trail takes us through a wooden path, where it leads to the ocean.  Some days, the waves are clear and calm and other days you can sense the roar and crashing impact from the swell.  Along the rippled shoreline you will find sea glass hidden between the rocks and it’s always a pleasant surprise when you stumble upon these colourful gems.

Along the way, if you look closely, you’ll find species of mushrooms of all shapes and sizes.  I came across this tree that held many very small shelf fungi, that spread sporadically along the exterior of the tree trunk.  The shrooms formed tiny, ripple like waves protruding from the growing tree.  

Lenny, my companion, knows all the little areas of our trail walks.  We take water breaks at running streams along the way and listen to the flow of water stream down it’s current.  As I try to capture the reflection of my surroundings in this small body of water, my companion investigates.  To my surprise, I capture curious hazel eyes peering into the lens.

Yellow skunk cabbage begin to bloom taller and brighter with each day.  As the stream runs it’s course, the yellow plant blooms and releases a scent to attract little pollinators to feed.  The swampy and wet surface welcomes the stream into it’s roots and little by little, the yellow skunk will flourish into a bold and bright plant.

Bursts of excitement take hold along these walks and together we scamper along the trail.  My companion is loyal and eager to please and to explore the trails.  She uses her hazel eyes and black pebbled nose to always find her way back to me.

She trusts me, and I her.  Lenny’s nose is soft, pebbled black and slightly damp.  She gently sniffs and nudges my hand for a little doggie delight and together we share a happy moment.

At every spring, for about two weeks, you will see cherry blossoms blooming all over Victoria.  I wanted to capture the beauty of the pink hues from these new blooms while they were still around.  The blossoms are the epitome of spring in essence to me.  

The lively florals hatch open but only to last a few weeks until the petals begin to drop and nature continues to run it’s course.  Here you can see the buds before the flourish. 

Here you can see these dangling white little florals hanging from the bright green leaves.  The water droplets grip to the delicate twigs before it eventually drips off.  I found an abundance of these little white florals hanging in forms of togetherness. 

The soft Woosh of the waves brings a calming and serene atmosphere and as I listen to the waves my mind quiets to hear my companion panting beside me and the birds chirping above.  The sea salt air clears my senses and I want to live in this moment forever. 

A warm hug from nature’s hands wrap itself around this layered and textured tree.  The tree welcomes the gentle fern as the fern wraps itself around it and grows towards the light. Together they form an unbalanced pair that somehow make sense.

After a day or two of rain, you will find water droplets scattered around surfaces of all sizes.  Here you can see the relationship between the sprouted leaves and resting rain. Nature, doing it’s thing to quench the thirst of all living beings for the freshness of spring.

All of the elements have shown me the true meaning behind forms of togetherness, and these partnerships can arise from any given beings.  These walks has brought me back to my most essential form and my dearest fellowship shared with my furry companion. 
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Paused Paws

I bring my furry companion with me and we play in nature. Our favorite trail takes us through a wooden path, where it leads to the ocean.  Some days, the waves are clear and calm and other days you can sense the roar and crashing impact from the swell.  Along the rippled shoreline you will find sea glass hidden between the rocks and it’s always a pleasant surprise when you stumble upon these colourful gems.
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Tree Fungus

Along the way, if you look closely, you’ll find species of mushrooms of all shapes and sizes.  I came across this tree that held many very small shelf fungi, that spread sporadically along the exterior of the tree trunk.  The shrooms formed tiny, ripple like waves protruding from the growing tree.  
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The Companion

Lenny, my companion, knows all the little areas of our trail walks.  We take water breaks at running streams along the way and listen to the flow of water stream down it’s current.  As I try to capture the reflection of my surroundings in this small body of water, my companion investigates.  To my surprise, I capture curious hazel eyes peering into the lens.
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Streaming Floral

Yellow skunk cabbage begin to bloom taller and brighter with each day.  As the stream runs it’s course, the yellow plant blooms and releases a scent to attract little pollinators to feed.  The swampy and wet surface welcomes the stream into it’s roots and little by little, the yellow skunk will flourish into a bold and bright plant.
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Scampering

Bursts of excitement take hold along these walks and together we scamper along the trail.  My companion is loyal and eager to please and to explore the trails.  She uses her hazel eyes and black pebbled nose to always find her way back to me.
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Good Girl

She trusts me, and I her.  Lenny’s nose is soft, pebbled black and slightly damp.  She gently sniffs and nudges my hand for a little doggie delight and together we share a happy moment.





Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Cherry Blossom

At every spring, for about two weeks, you will see cherry blossoms blooming all over Victoria.  I wanted to capture the beauty of the pink hues from these new blooms while they were still around.  The blossoms are the epitome of spring in essence to me.  
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White Blossom

The lively florals hatch open but only to last a few weeks until the petals begin to drop and nature continues to run it’s course.  Here you can see the buds before the white blossoms flourish. 
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Streaming

Here you can see these dangling white little florals hanging from the bright green leaves.  The water droplets grip to the delicate twigs before it eventually drips off.  I found an abundance of these little white florals hanging in forms of togetherness above the rippling current. 
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The View

The soft Woosh of the waves brings a calming and serene atmosphere and as I listen to the waves my mind quiets to hear my companion panting beside me and the birds chirping above.  The sea salt air clears my senses and I want to live in this moment forever. 
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A Fern’s Hug

A warm hug from nature’s hands wrap itself around this layered and textured tree.  The tree welcomes the gentle fern as the fern wraps itself around it and grows towards the light. Together they form an unbalanced pair that somehow make sense.
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Rain Rest

After a day or two of rain, you will find water droplets scattered around surfaces of all sizes.  Here you can see the relationship between the sprouted leaves and resting rain. Nature, doing it’s thing to quench the thirst of all living beings for the freshness of spring.
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Curious Companion

All of the elements have shown me the true meaning behind forms of togetherness, and these partnerships can arise from any given beings.  These walks has brought me back to my most essential form and my dearest fellowship shared with my furry companion. 



Thank you and | hope you enjoyed this series.
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